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Remembering Civil Rights Icon and Congressman John Lewis 
July 30, 2020 

 
The August 1965 Voting Rights Act signified progress in the fight 
for civil rights in America.  Earlier that year, in March, then 19-year 
old activist and future icon and Congressman, John Lewis, led the 
historic march across the Edmund Pettus Bridge further, 
catapulting the Civil Rights Movement to the forefront of 
America’s attention 55 years ago.   
 
As we all celebrate John Lewis’ moral fortitude and recognize his 
impact on countless lives over many decades, his recent words 
published in the New York Times reflect the importance of the work still ahead.  He shared:  

I heard the voice of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on an old radio . . . He said we are all complicit when we 
tolerate injustice. He said it is not enough to say it will get better by and by. He said each of us has a moral 
obligation to stand up, speak up and speak out. When you see something that is not right, you must say 
something. You must do something. Democracy is not a state. It is an act, and each generation must do its 
part to help build what we called the Beloved Community, a nation and world society at peace with itself. 

 
In the 1960s my parents confronted racial segregation in their everyday lives and instilled in me that my life 
matters – that Black lives matter.  To be true to the legacy of John Lewis, as an individual and in my role as 
superintendent, I unequivocally support Black Lives Matter.  Black lives mattered before 1965 and they matter 
today in 2020.  It is incumbent upon us to unify our country, embrace this fact and educate one another about 
sanctity of humanity.  It is imperative that we teach inclusive history that is layered and includes the stories of all 
Americans.  New Bedford Public Schools it committed to John Lewis’ mission and we are working to better 
support our Black students as we are evaluating, diversifying and strengthening our curriculum on all levels. 
 
The late Congressman Lewis recognized that this fight would take on many forms from the violence he endured 
on that bridge in 1965 to the systemic inequities that he and others navigated and challenged so we could be 
positioned to better eradicate them.  He motivated many opponents to embrace change so more of us could 
move closer to reaping the benefits of our great country. Together, let’s walk with the wind – we’ve got another 
leg of this journey to go.    
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Thomas Anderson 
Superintendent 
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